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Title: Laws Relating to Animals
Author:  Pra Vorapakphibul
Contents: The control of animal’s epidemic diseases, the preservation of beasts of

burden, the development of breeding methods, the control of livestocks,
the preservation of wild animals and the hunting regulations are the main
themes of this article of the series.  The Thai government launched its
first effort in putting the diseases under control in 1904. It was not until
1931, however, that the first act enacted for the prevention of animal
epidemic diseases was put into effect. It entailed vast authority vested in
the hands of veterinarians as to determining whether or not animals should
be vaccinated, confined, separated from other uncontamminated animals,
prohibited from entering any restricted area, imported and-or exported and
exterminated in order to prevent the spread of diseases. Twentyf-ive
years later the law was replaced by the Act of 1956 which has been in
effect ever since. The provision of the present law is similar to that of
its predeccssor except that the scope has been broadened to cover several
other kinds of animals, namely, elephants, cats, dogs, mules, sheeps, birds
geese, ete.

The present law prescribes that the development of breeding me-
thods can be done in three different ways:

a. export restriction,

b. maintaining certain areas for raising cattle and horses,

c. sterilization of the undesirable species.

Export restriction is periodically imposed depending on the cir-
cumstances. Normally the provision goes into effect whenever it appears
that the number of cattle is radically reduced by epidemic disease. As to
raising areas, several decrees have been issued to preserve a number of
fertile grass lands for cattle raising only. They are public p}operty and
opencd freely to all.  Sterilization is primarily directed to eliminate the
inferior and undesirable kinds of cattle and horses, for instance, crippled,
contaminated by any disease which cau be inherited, too ferocious to be
tamed, too old to be reproductive (normally older than 15 years) etc.

The control of livestocks has been legally made applicable in certain
areas, namely, slaughtering, prevention of disease and breeding develop-
ment. Livestocks are those being raised for consumption. At the pre-
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sent time, only pigs, sheeps and goats are included ‘in this category.
Except for slaughtering, which is required by law to be formally submit-
ted for approval, medically examined and certain fees to be paid, the rest.
-...the prevention of disease and breeding development....come under the
juris dictions of the same laws being applied to beasts of burden.

‘ The last part of this article deals with the regulations on wild
animals. * The author has pointedly emphasized that Thailand has long
been aware of the value of wild creatures.  The first law pertaining to
the preservation of wild animals was enacted in the reign of King Rama
VL. His Majesty graciously granted his mercy to all kinds of creatures
living within the arca known as the district of MARUECK-KATAYAWAN.
Hunting has been strictly prohibited and any violation is punished.

A more systematic and comprehensive law promulgated in 1960 has
been made effective. Only two kinds of wild animals are brought under
its jurisdiction: the preserved and the protected.  The former includes
all rare kinds, for example, rhinocerous, wild buffaloes, etc. The latter is
subdivided into two categories.  There are 39 species in the first group
and 18 species in the second. Since the preserved wild animals are rare
and in the eve of extinction, the law tolerates no hunting. .  The first
group of the second category can be hunted provided they are not killed
and the hunters has been granted a permit prior to his hunting. ~ When

captured they must be raised and multiplied.  The second group can be
hunted and killed only in certain seasons and in a limited quantity.



