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Abstract

Although Thai political economy structures were adjusted in 1980s, the informal structure or value
in Thai society had not been changed. This study argued about the structural power of Thai bureaucratic
polity under the semi-democratic regime of General Prem Tinsulanonda. It was the comparative explanation
by historical institutionalism in the main concept and support with state-society relations and structuralism.
The semi-democratic regime is not the compromise of power but it is the adjustment of Thailand in the
crisis. It had set the networks of authoritarian military-technocratic alliance and opened to the non-
bureaucratic groups to join the policy making processes for strengthening the bureaucratic polity and the
royal patron-client value in Thai society. This regime should be used by state in a crisis but could not

sustainably solve an economic crisis, political legitimacy, security, and the development of democracy.

Keywords: Open bureaucratic polity, General Prem Tinsulanonda, Semi-democratic regime, Authoritarian

military-technocratic alliance, Non-bureaucratic groups
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