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Advantages of dynastic candidates in an election
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Abstract

Political power being passed from one generation to another within the same family, creating
political dynasties, is a widespread phenomenon. This article seeks to explain whether being a member of
political dynasty provides Thai rookie politicians with a better chance to win a House of Representatives
election. Using an original dataset constructed from the 24" House of Representatives database, this article
finds that the first-time House members with dynastic status enjoy a higher probability of winning a higher
vote share than the non-dynastic first-time House members. In addition, when considering its effects
together with other potential factors, this article confirms that being a member of political dynasty facilitates
a greater chance of winning the House of Representatives election for the first-time members although it is

not the only and most powerful factor.

Keywords: Political dynasty, Family successor in politics, Inherited political advantages
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