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and December. The objectives of the Journal of Social Sciences are :

l. To disseminate social science knowledge ;

2. To encourage Thai social scientists in the production of academic social
science writings ; :

3. To serve as a clearing house of information on social science activities,
especially in and on Thailand ; and

4. To report progress in the social sciences both Thai and international. -
The Submission of Manuscripts for Publication
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ABSTRACT

Anthropology : Culture Concept 1-27

Ngampit Satsanguan

The article describes the most significant concept in cultural anthropology
namely “‘culture” concept as it is perceived by comtemporary cultural anthropolo-
gists. The author starts with various definitions of culture concept offered by some
outstanding athropologists and also by other social scientists, and then go on to
discuss some general features of culture and significantly related topics such as
some characteristics of culture, general culture, subcultures, cultural phenomena,
ideal and behavioral norms, ethnocentrism, cultural relativity, universal culture and
cultural specialities. Moreover, the attempt has been made to further discuss “culre
and human’s needs”, and two types of culture which are material culture and non-
material culture, the latter is further subdivided into social institutions, culture related
with social control, arts, language and finally rituals.

Thai Political Culture 2864

Pricha Hongskrailers

In discussing Thai political culture, the writer explores concepts and theories
on political culture viewed by Western scholars such as Robert Bierstedt, T.B.
Bottomore, George Lundberg, Lucian W, Pye, Gabriel A. Almond, and so on, as a
theoretical framework. The paper concludes that culture deals with both material
and non-material products of human beings within a society. Political culture is a
particular part of culture. The writer also argues that a political system is not a
product comprising written things, such as laws, constitutions, administrative orders,
and so on, but rather a product made up of traditions, culture, and ideas of the
members of a society—that is the *“political culture”, It is obvious that a new approach
to studying political development must deal with the study of human behaviour. If
we understand cognitive, affective, and evaluative orientations toward the political
system of a country, we can then analyze the politics of that country more correctly.
In other words, if we use the political culture approach to analyze the political
system of a country, it will be of great benefit to us in understanding both the
individual and his society simultaneously.



Moreover, the paper also discusses that the stages of socialization influences
the basic personality structure of a country, but one stage may exercise more influence
on the individual than another. The determinants of Thai political culture basically
consists of the country as an agrarian society, the family system, the school, higher
educational institutions, the burcaucracy, and Buddhism. These socializing agents as
mentioned above give effects and implications of Thai political culture-that is passive
behaviour towards politics. The paper concludes that Thai political culture supports
the existence of an oligarchical bureaucratic group. Most socializings in Thai society
which include the family, schools, higher educational institutions, as well as the
agrarian society, Buddhism, and the sentiments of national independence, do not
encourage a democratic orientation but rather support the burcaucracy by legitimating
those who can control power. The socialization process induces passive behaviour
in the Thais towards their politics, government, officials, politicians and government
institutions.

Theoretical Frame for Socio—economic Balance 56—71

Reconstruction in Rural Areas of Thailand

Vichitwong Na Pompetchara

The author writes threc main topics to elaborate his theoretical position
in the reconstruction of rural Thailand’s socio—economic balance : The socio-ccono-
mic conditions of rural Thailand today which are out of balance : How to remedy
the situation ; and the economic system for the development and the balance recon-
struction in such areas. The new balance is of course higher than the old one.

Economic Self—Reliance of Rural Thai Society : Socio—Cultural Factors. 72-99

Sunya Sunyavivat

This article is a socio-cultural part of the S5-item rural self-reliance
model calicd TERMS (T = technology, E =economic, R = resource, M = mental,
S = socio-cultural) meaning the total self-reliance of a community or a society needs
all such factors to support. The Model implies further that a partial self-reliance
of each itcm in the Model, in turn, requires also a number of variables to help
itself. For socio-cultural side, the article postulates 7 such variables, namely, population,
leadership, education, communications, social organization, social cohesion, and outside
assistance. Included also are hypotheses and relavant documents.



The Patron—Client Model in Thait Studies 100-123

Preecha Kuwinpant

The author proposses that the concept of patron-client as applied to the
analysis of Thai society should be carefully precise as used elsewhere so that
comparative studies can be achieved. Some characteristics which are specifically
Thai are analyed under the glass term as patron and client, such as Phu Yai
Phu Noi. Specifically, patron-client is but one type of relationship which has its
own meaning and must be carefully distinguished from other types of relationships.

The Charm of Burma Today 124-183

Sunya Sunyaevivat

An observation tour of Burma in 1988, the article, after laying brief
historical and geographical grounds, points to the most 5 “charms” of Burma at the
time. They are : The ever-changing tour program managed by government person-
nel, the wonderful land of Chedi (pagodas), the poor and peaceful life of the Bur-
mese, the less-destroyed and still rather rich natural resources and surroundings,
and lastly the “traditional Asian ways”, at least 50 years back comparing with
Thailand today. It seems to be a worth~while and wonderful trip to a neighboring
country.
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THAI POLITICAL CULTURE"™

Pricha Hongskrailers, Ph.D.*

INTRODUCTION : A THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The term ‘‘culture” may be defined as “‘the complex whole that consists
of everything we think and do and have as members of society”.! It is thus clear
from this definition that, as a member of socicty, man behaves, reacts, and relates
to other members of that society. Through his interrelations, reactions, and behaviour,
he creates a culture. Culture can be transmitted through learning or social interaction.
T.B. Bottomore extends Bicrstedl’s conceptualization by saying that culiure means
“the ideational aspects of social life, as distinct from the actual relations and forms
of relationship between individuals; and by a culture the ideational aspects of a
particular society”.® Lundberg defines culturc as “a system of socially acquired and
transmitted standards of judgecment, beliefs, and conduct, as well as the social and
material products of the resulting conventional pattern of behaviour”.® It is clear
from this definition that culture deals with both material and non-material products
of human beings within a society.

We may classify the content of culture into three major cntities, namely,
ideas, norms, and material. Ideas can be classified into several categories as scicnific
propositions, legends, myths, supersitions, proverbs, and aphorisms. A norm refers to

* B.A. (Hons), Chulalongkorn University, M.P.A. (UP), M.A. (Hawaii),
Ph.D. (Queensland), Associate Professor, Department of Government, Faculty of
Political Science, Chulalongkorn University

1 wish to thank the Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst V (DAAD)
and the University of Bielefeld for their sponsorships and invitation which cnable
me o give lecturcs on Thai politics at the University of Bielefeld, Federal Republic
of Germany, March 21-June 21, 1988.

** A paper prepared for the seminar at the Sociology of Development
Research Centre (SDRC), University of Biclefeld, Federal Republic of Germany, on
the occasion of being invited to the SDRC as a visiting professor during the summer
semester of 1988, March 21 -June 21, 1988.
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a pattern, type, or authoritative standard, which are ways of doing things in human
society. Bierstedt refers to a norm as “a standardized mode of procedure, a way ot
doing something that is acceptable to our society”.* In other words, a norm is a
pattern of human behaviour within society which is generally accepted by members
of the society. It is a standard of controlling the behaviour of all members of the
society. Material or “material culture” consists of things which includes all of the
material items that members of a society have and use. It includes thc things that
are made by the members of a society, such as bridges, clothing, dams, cars, ships,
guns, medicines, furniture, and so on.

Political culture is a particular part of culture. Lucian W. Pye defines the
term “political culture” as “the set of attitudes, beliefs, and sentiments that give
order and meaning to a political process and that provide the underlying assumptions
and rules that govern behaviour in the political system. It encompasses both the
political ideas and the operating norms of a polity”.® Gabricl Almond, a pioneer in
introducing political culture to the study of politics, once noted that “every political
system is embeded in a particular pattern of orientation to political actions™.® From
Almond's formulation, we can sce that a political system is not a product comprising
written things, such as laws, constitutions, administrative orders, and so on, but rather
a product made up of traditions, culture, and ideas of the members of a socicty--
that is the “political culture”.

Almond and Powell extend the conceptualization of political culture :

Political culture is the pattern of individual attitudes and orienta-
tions toward politics among the members of a political system.
It is the subjective realm which underlies and gives meaning to
political actions. Such individual orientations involve several
components, including (a) cognitive orientations, knowlcdge,
accurate or otherwise, of political objects and beliefs; (b) affective
orientations, feclings of attachment, involvement, rejection, and
the like, about political objects; and (c) evaluative orientations,
judgements and opinions about political objects, which usuaily
involve applying valuc standards to political objccts and events.’

From that statement, it is obvious that a new approach to studying
political dcvelopment must deal with the study of human behaviour. If we understand
cognitive, affective, and evaluative orientations toward the political system of a
country, we can then analyze the politics of that country more correctly. In other
words, if we use the political culture approach to analyze the political system of a
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country, it will be of value to us in understanding both the individual and his society
simultaneously, because it “‘combines individual psychology and collective sociology”.?
Pye adds that “a political culture is the product of both the collective history of a
political system and the life historics of the individuals who currently make up the
system™.’ The study of political culture *signals an effort to return to the study of
the total political system without losing the benefits of individual psychology™.!°
In short, the political culture approach helps us to comprehend thoroughly the total

political system of a country.

To understand the political culture of a country, it is necessary to study
its historical development, including life histories, individuals’ values, beliefs, myths,
superstitutions, proverbs, folklore, norms, attitudes, and so on. Political culture is thus
a product of the socialization process. George Lundberg defines ‘‘socialization’ as
“the process of interaction through which the individual learns the habits, skills,
beliefs, and normative requirements for effective participation in social life”.}' He
continues that “the function of socialization is to transform the untrained human
organism into an effective member of society”.!* As Leon Mann puts it:

Socialization occurs througout life especially at transitional phases
such as entering school, taking a job, getting married, entering
military service or a mental institution, migrating to another
country, becoming a parent and retiring. The aim of socializa-
tion is to induce the individual to conform willingly to the ways
of society and the groups to which he belongs.’®

Pyc divides the socialization process into four major stages.'* At the first
stage, it is the basic socialization processes whereby the child is trained and educated
in his culture so as to become a member of that society. He learns the valucs and
attitudes, skills and relationships of roles as played by different individuals, general
knowledge, and other necessary elements which are required for the members of the
society. The second stage deals with *“the experiences that shape the unconscious
and determine the dynamics of the basic personality structure”!® At this stage the
individual is conscious that he is a part of socicty. He has a personal identity as
well as development towards an understanding of things which he was taught or
has learned at the first stage. The third stage deals with *‘political socialization,
through which the individual develops his awareness of his political world and gains
his appreciation, judgement, and understanding of political events. Just as he was
first as he was Ffirst socialized to his general culture and realizes his political
identity”.!* Finally, the fourth, stage is concerned with the stage “when the individual
goes beyond the passive role of citizen and observer to become an aclive participant
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and to assume a dynamic and recognized role in the political process”.!” Pye
identifies this stage as the process of political recruitment.'®

Pye believes that a “world™ or “cosmopolitan” culture plays a significant
role in the nation-state system. According to him, this world culture has influence
upon the nation-state system. We may sce that the new nations are more or less
influenced by the world culture. Pye also notes that “people who were politically
socialized under the acgis of a colonial regime may become timid and ineffectual
souls once their world of orderly administration and rationally planned development
has been shattered”.!” It is generally true that Thailand has not fallen into this
particular identity crisis as many of the new states have done. Thailand has never
been colonized, and the Thai people have missed the stimulus to political action
occasioned by the presence of alien governors. A colonial regime might have promoted
involvement in external affairs through imperial relationships and involvement in
internal affairs through the constant reminder of national subordination, but the Thai
people were never politically socialized by such influences.

As has been discussed above, the stages of socialization influences the
basic personality structure of a country, but one stage may exercise more influence
on the individual than another. We may also see that political culture is a product
of the socialization process at many stages and influenced by many agents. But each
stage or agent in different societies has unequal influence on the individual. In some
societies, one stage of socialization may be more influential than the others in
shaping the political culture of that society. To distinguish the level of each stage
or agent of socialization, we must, therefore, look to the society’s historical develop-
ment, its age, continuity of independence, any disruption of the society, longivity of
basic values toward politics and society, efficienty of the cducational system,
communications within the country, family system and training, influences from
sources outside the society, and so on for a long list. Thus, the study of political
culture is complicated involving as it does interdisciplinary study of sociology,
anthropology, social psychology, education, political science, economics, and other
related Fields.

THE DETERMINANTS OF THAI POLITICAL CULTURE
An Agrarian Society

Thailand is an agrarian society, in which the mass of people live in rural
communities and are engaged in agriculture with allied fishing and hunting activities.
Primary groups play a significant role in day-lto-day life. Relationships among the
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members of the society are based on emotion and tradition. Thai agrarian societly
promotes close interpersonal relationships. Many (raditions are the result of economic
co-operation among the peopie in rural areas, such as the long-khaeg (the tradition
of getting the help of one’s neighbours on a given day, especially for transplanting
or harvesting rice), which is commonly observed in rural communities. In most
traditionally co-operative labour exchanges, there is usually a festival, or simply
joyful play held afterwards among the participants. After the long-khaeg, in addition,
there are some among the men and women who play and dance, a sign of co-operation.
One may observe that Thais always have a ceremony of cercbration when they are
promoted in rank, or are successful in some activity. This “work and play” atlitude
encourages a degree of carelessness in taking things into account, or a “never mind”
behaviour. This in turn means that Thais are not overly scrious concerning responsibility
in their jobs. Generally speaking, Thais do not pay much attention to the quality
of work they do. They do not adhere strictly to.the rules and regulations. As a
consequence of the agrarian society, Thais place most importance upon primary
groups. The relationships and status of the individual are established naturally and
informally in face-to-face associations. Their psychological identification is based
upon “in-group” behaviour. They have little social mobility; they do not want to
leave their community for very long. Their ideas and views are limited by their
community, particularly their in-groups. We may call this “‘provincial thinking”.
Jacques Amyot, who conducted an intensive village study project in the Northeast
Thailand in 1964, found that:

One would have thought that the fact that so many men of the
village lived in Bangkok and in other more developed areas of
Thailand would be a powerful force for change in (their village).
This is not so. The change that they have introduced is negligible.
Many answers suggest themselves. One: the conservative forces
of the village are so strong that they cannot go against them.
Two: belonging to a very low-income group in the big city,
their level of living was not much better, if at all, than what
they knew in the village. Moreover, they kept very much to
themselves as a group. Three: there is no scope in the village
for introducing nay of the things which they saw in the city or
elsewhere.*°

Toshio Yatsushiro, who conducted a survey in 1966 on village organization

and leadership in Northeast Thailand, found that the village people are only too
ready to avoid social responsibilities.
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TABLE I: Question: *“If You Had the Opportunity, Would You Be Intcrested in
Occupying the Office of the Payaiban (Village Headman)? Why 7"

Pcrcentage of

Answer Category lotal cases
(N = 252)
NO i cttteistieiis seeeeis ceeereesnnneeenes seeetee . snsbeses caveenncie evens 83
Because I have no knowledge, no ability, no cducauon, or
am illiterate; the job is too difficult for me... ... 46%
Because I never thought of becoming a puyaiban; general....16%
Because 1 am too old, ‘or not in a good health... ..9%
Because 1 am a woman... 8%
Because I am 00 busy.....e...  ceeerrn e ..4%
Yes....... e« emeesssssssesstittiannssrsrstaseen sosssrantasastesornenssinan 6
Because it is my VIIIage if the people elect me.......... ...6%
Other (mixed ; depends)...  .eeereeeen 7
DON™t KNOW, MO ANSWECT....covicurereeerrnsssnsesseesssssaessssesssrssssssssessanessessasennons 4
Total 100

Source : Toshio Yatsushiro, Villqge Organization and leaderslu'p:in. Northeast
Thailand: A Study of the Villagers' Approach to Their Problems
and Needs (Bangkok, Thailand, 1966), p. 55.

The Socialization Process

The Family

So far as the socialization process in Thai society is concerned, the family
plays the most significant role in shaping Thai political culture. As discussed above,
Thai society lays siress mainly upon the *“‘in-group” relationships which are personal
and non-rational. The family is the primary agent of socialization in which the
child is traincd and ecducated in his culture. Through the family, the child is able
to learn the values, attitudes and skills that are needed to become a member of the
society. The Thai family is extended, consisting of husband, wife, children, and their
relatives on both sider. For the Thais, the family is first of all a kinship group in
which each member assumes responsibility according to his position as a scnior or
junior on the mother’s or the father’s side. However, the family is patriarchal,
where family name and inheritance come through the father, who is the head of the
family. The Fathcr generally has more power than other members of the family who
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must respect and obey him. Disciplining the family, of course, is given to the father,
followed by the mother, the eldest son or daughter, then the second, third, fourth,
and each subsequent child.

Relationships between the members of the family are very strong. Adminis-
tratively and socially, the Thai family is based upon scniority. Within the family,
junior members must respect and defer to those with higher status. For cxample,
the mother and the children must obey the father. In turn, vounger brothers and
sisters must respect their elder brothers and sisters. In other words, seniority is
judged by age and the social position to which the person belongs. This induces
a problem for independent thinking on the part of a junior Thai, since the junior
(phuu noi) has been taught to obey and respect the senior (phuu yai) in the family.

The Thai family is bound by a variety of loves: conjugal love, parental
love, filial love, and consanguinal love. This concept has its roots in Buddhist influcnce.
According to Buddhism, parents and their children have duties and responsibilities
to each other. To attain righteousness in behaviour, parents have the following duties
towards their children: (a) to keep them back from sin: (b) 10 instruct them in
good conduct; (c) to teach them arts and science; (d) to provide them with a
suitable husband or wife; and (e) to give what is due to them when it is time for
them to inherit. In return, the children have their duties towards their parents as
follows : (a) to support the parents in return; (b) 1o help them when help is needed ;
(c) to uphold the honour of the family; (d) to behave in such a way as to deserve
their inheritance; and (e) to perform religious rites for their parents after their
death.

As already discussed, relationships between the members of the family are
strong. Sometimes they spoil family members who do not waat to accept responsibility.
For instance, the parcnis always help their children until they die; this dependence
causes the children to assume insufficient responsibility and to lack self-confidence.
Children continue to look for help from their parents instead of standing on their
own feet. Diffused responsibility can be observed widely at work in the government
service. If the father, for example. is the director-general of a department, he often
spoils his son by promoting him to a high position, or by giving him special privilcges.
Sometimes when the father of a family becomes a powerful politician, all other
members of the family automatically become powerful too.

Within the family, a junior member must obey without question and respect
those who are more senior. Recent research®® conducted by a research team of
Thammasat University in Thailand in Carrying out random sampling among the
people throughout the country, found that respect and obedience within the immediate
and extended Thai family are based on seniority (see Table II).
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TABLE II: Question: “Who Is the Decision-Maker Within the Family If There
Are Problems or Obstacles?”

Percentage of

Answer Category total cases

(N =3,787)
REIALIVES oeeecrvee ceie cveeseesssncsresssees  sesnesee  svesues semmees 5.34
Head of the family... .veiir viees e 57.80
THC MOINCT.cccnvveniieincrrerrtcesesesietnteninncsantetevansssenaranss 4.67
Consulting all of the members of the family......ccoomnvuiiveiiennniinnnnns 32.19

Source : Adapted from Thammasat University Research Team, op. cit p. 62.

TABLE III: Question: “If the Family Head Is the Only Decision-Maker, What
Are the Opinions of Other Members of the Family?”’

Percentage of

Answer Category tolal cases

(N = 3,202)
Accept..... Crtesetesuncsssessene  seesevevasnssnsse  secssessassenes 84.88
DON'L KNOWareoureccvmres sveeeer eevesesessesseensene 8.12
Don't KNOW, NO OPINION cveveereces eruereessersestessssasscssnessssasssssssasssasseness 4.00

Source : Adapted from Thammasat University Research Team, tbid., p- 63.

However, the research team secured responses which raise the possibility
that attitudes of obedicnce of family members to superiors and seniors could be
changing. Table IV shows that a large number of respondent reject seniority and
obedicnce although we do not know their reasons.

TABLE IV: Question: “Do You Think That Obedience to the Senior or Superior
Persons Is Proper?”’

Percentage of

Answer Category total cases

(N = 3,545)
ObEdICNCE 1S PrOPEr..ceceeirrirrervenes seruertessansssessesessaseressssssasssassssessenss 42.87
Obedience iS NOL PrOPEI......civcctuurercrisreessserescsrarersencsssssaassatnsossasans 47.47
DON'L KNOW trreieiiieaeeraecertseseseseasssocssasesssssnsessnesssersassessssesnsessssssassstens 9.65

Note : The respondents represent 52.83% of family heads, 40.25% of wives and
children, and 6.39% of other persons who reside in the family.
Source : Adapted from Thammasat University Research Team, ibid., pp. 52-53.
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However, some of the rescarch team’s findings suggest that attitudes may
be changing. Lack of data collected at ecarlicr times makes it impossible to be
dogmatic on the subject, but observation suggests that there arc changes at work
which will cause Thai family structure to alter traditional patterns of behaviour
encouraging obedience without requiring reasons. Table IV shows that a large propor-
tion of respondents rejcct seniority and obedicnce though we do not know their reasons;
Tables V and VI make the same point in respect of the selection of a marriage
partner.

TABLE V : Question: “Why Did You Get Married?”

Percentage of

Answer Catcgory total cascs
(N = 3,304)
Becausc my parents arranged the marfiage ......  ovcvceriennenee 15.75
Because ] could arrange my own marriage .. = ... 83.01
OShET cieeiiiiinricreneinrecrrrererssneenineneeseens eeeeesesnnaretinee e sesisassansasennias 12.1
Note : The question was asked of only those who were married.

Sourcne : Adapted from Thammasat University Researdh Team, ibid., p. 56.

TABLE VI : Question: “If Your Children Marry, How Will You Arrange Their
Marriage ?”

Percentage of

Answer Category total cascs

(N = 3,692)
I will arrange their marriage ...ccc.e. ™ cvvvveen cevnas : 8.97
I will let them arrange their marriage .. ... 88.33
I will let the old rclatives arrange thcir marriage ......ccoceevveeneene 2.71

Source : Adapted from Thammasat University Research Team, ibid., p. 57.

Table V and VI show that both parents and children prefer to let the
latter arrange their own marriages. This indicates some decline of traditional attitudes
and behaviour among the Thais. Young parsons tend to be more independent than
before, which scems certain to undermine the power sturcture of the family. They
look for rcasons, rather than seniority without reasons. Although the percentage of
the positive answer is only 47.47 (Table 1V), it shows the decline in willingness
of children to obey their parents without proper reason. It can be assumed at this
point that the family now plays a diminishing role in the socialization process in
Thai society.
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The School

The school, next in importance (o the family, plays a vital role in the
socialization process. During the Sukhothai (1238-1350), Ayuthaya (1350-1767), and
early Bangkok (1782-1851) periods, education in Thailand was a family affair. As
a rule, parents handed down their skill and knowledge to their sons. A merchant’s
son, for example, would follow his father in trading goods. If he were a strong
child he would becamc a merchant like his father. The parents might send their
children to undergo general training in the wat (temple) schools where they were
taught by thc monks. However, the main objective of education in those days was
mainly to tcach a vocational skill so the children could carry on the family's
vocation.”® Children were taught to obey and respect their teachers, who were the
monks, and senior persons such as their parents and those who were senior members
of their family. Seniority was the most important lesson the students were taught,
more important than reasons. Even today, this behaviour is still practised in Thai
socicty. One may observe that if the senior carelessly kicks a glass on the floor
(which is stood on by someone elsc in the family), it will be the junior’s fault (for
he bad not taken it away). But, if the junior does it, he will be labclled the guilty
person. Morality was, as it is today, based primarily upon obedience to senior persons.
Although many Thais seem to favour those who can advance reasons (Table 1V),
but practically, they still rely on seniority (Table Il and 1lI).

Even today, education in Thailand is a product of the traditional system
of instruction. The students still look to their tcachers and cannot make their own
decisions. They prefer to obcy and follow their teachers as a sign of being “‘good”
students. As a rescarch team of Thammasat University recently found out, a large
number of Thai students display passive behaviour towards their teachers.

TABLE VII : Question: “What Do You (the Tcachers) Think About Your Students
According to Your Teaching Expericnce 7"

Pcrcentage of

Answer Category total cases

(N = 639)
The students arc afraid of the teachers.. .. ceeeens woe 51.02
The students are not afraid of the tcachers ..  .cveveeer e 41.13
OLher OPINIONS «ccvveeerneiiiiiieitite s iste sttt estessasssssnnsssesssernessessesenate 7.85

Source : Adapted from Thammasat University Research Team, ibid., p. 113.
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TABLE VIII : Question: “While In Your Class, Do the Students Express Their
Ideas or Opinions ?”

Percentage of

Answer Category total cases

(N - 681)
The students express their ideas .......cocvvvvevnieniies ecvirvieenne 34.44
The students do not express their ideas ....... coceere voveerverrenees 62.66
Other OPINIONS ....cceeivuiireiiiniisiisnunnsiiessnsarereessssssesessssssssnosnasssssens 2.90

Source : Adapted from Thammasat University Rescarch Team, ibid., p. 113.

Tables VII and VIII clearly show that Thai students still display passive
behaviour toward their teachers. However, the trend of Thai education seems to be
becoming more democratic (See Table 1X).

TABLE IX : Question: Is thc General Mcthod of Your Instruction ?”

Percentage of

Answer Category total cascs
(N = 1,138)
The teachers encourage the students to express
their 1deas .....ccccvvvieiineiies . crericrseensans s sveesssessvvones 71.60
The teachers let the students learn by heart and
obey the teachers ......c.. weovercreenrncrinens 17.88
Other ANSWETS «.cceevviiiiriisuitiisiricsisiiossossssanssesosasesrsstnrananases 10.47

Source : Adapted from Thammasat University Rcscarch Team, ibid., p. 109.

It is apparent from Table IX that the majority of teachers practise, or claim
to practise, a democratic method of teaching. In this respect, the teachers play a
significant role in political socialization. Table VII shows that 41.13 per cent of
students arc not afraid of their tcachers. The change of the traditional behaviour
of Thai students is also supported by Table VIII which shows that, while in class,
one-third of the students express their ideas. The students’ behaviour seems to be
more democratically oriented than before.

Higher Education

The terms “higher education,” as employ in this study, refers to all educa-
ional institutions beyond the high school level. Most higher educational institutions
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are located in Bangkok.*® This creates a gap between rural and urban opportunitics
for educational development. A recent research reports that, in 1963, the proportion
of students of Thammasat University who came from farmers’ families was only
11.4 per cent, while there were only 4.5 per cent at Chulalongkorn University.
In 1967, there were 6.7 per cent representing the farmers’ families at Thammasat
University, while there were 4.9 per cent at Chulalongkorn University.?* These
figures show that the majority of students at higher education level come from middle
class families, such as government officials, merchants, businessmen, and the like.
Another survey established the disproportioniate share of places in higher educational
institutions secured by youths from the middle and upper classes compared with the
sons of farmers’ families.®® The following tables show the social background of the
universities students.

TABLE X : Percentage of Candidates by Social Backgrounds.

Social Background 1965/66 1966/67
Employers and Self-employed .....ccoe vocereveere aeeee. 51.04 51.51
Government OfFiCIals .. .ccoververnrerrsesesrererissnsrenssereseeesnes 26.49 27.78
ABTICUIUIC oot ittt ctcrae et cvsrenrcsinerens cveseesessene . 11.83 9.70
Empioyees and others ......ceeveeerirecnnnne. cereitnieneeresasssonssnens 10.63 10.64

Source : Udom Kerdpaibule, ibid., p. 4.

TABLE XI : Percentage of Successful Candidates by Social Backgrounds.

Social Background 1965/66 1966/67
Employers and Self-employed .......cccecvevensreerererenerssscsarennns 45.53 49.58
Government Officials ....... coevveeirnveverireisserererssesrennes 46.75 41.67
Agriculture ................ e eeeettesssanrneiessssaensstacessrtasen srassens aenen 31.03 29.82
Employecs and others . ......ccccveeeeveennienens aessssearsesasisaanens . 50.39 42.03

Source : Udom Kerdpaibule, ibid., p. 7

TABLE XII : Probability of Being Admitted to a University (Per 100,000).

Social Background 1965/66 1966/67
Employers and Self-employed ..........cccevreeererseenerisieecirneenans 100 105
Government OffiCIalS .......ccoovevereerrrnercrrenrveessnsnsecsseessneenns . 88 72
AGFICUIIUTC wevverrrecanes.  srivvevseesscsossnenss  cvveossessecsiorssnssessase 3 2
Employecs and Others .....coeviivinnnecniccnencccnennneneennecnesseens 12 10

Source : Udom Kerdpaibule. ibid., p. 10.
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In Thailand higher educational institutions do not encourage the students
to think creatively but only to be *“good™ followers; this induces passive behaviour
on the part of thc students. They arec not taught to have self-responsibility rather,
they obey and follow their seniors. Social life within a university is based enterely upon
the concept of authoritarianism, which all the students must follow strictly. Training
of students is based upon the principlcs of seniority, respect and obedience.
Moreover, the university staff itself is under the government’s control ; since they are
government officials according to the government’s rules and regulations they must
abide by civil servicc discipline. One of the major disciplincs required is that a
government official abide by his suporiors’ orders; in addition, he must follow
his superiors with rcspect. He who does not abide by the civil service rules and
regulations will be punished.?® In this connection, we may see that the bureaucracy has
considerable scope for crcating bureaucratic patterns of behaviour in teaching staff.

The Bureaucracy

The Thai bureaucracy has played a dominant role in the socialization
process of Thai society since the nation was first founded. For some seven hundred
years up to the present, the bureaucracy has been a significant socializing agent for
the Thai people. Prior to the coup d’etat in 1932 the king and his burcaucrats
monopolized power. Any changes had to come from the king or else from the
bureaucrats and the king. Those who were the the bureaucrats were then, as they are
today, regarded as the “‘masters of people”. Although the absolute monarchy was
destroyed by the coup d'etat of 1932, the influence of the bureaucracy remains.
The bureaucrats can enjoy more power than they did beforc, because the king has
been forced to leave politics. The two main classes survive : the burcaucrats (without
the king) and the mass of the people. However, the situation is worse than it had been
before. In earlier days, he who assumed the kingship had to possess the qualities
of morality and virtue, such as the tenfold virtues of the king which included Dana
(generousity), Sila (moral practice or the keeping of regulations), Pariccaga (aban-
donment or donation), Ajjava (sincerity or uprightness), Maddhava (gentleness or
refined manner), Tapa (effort), Akkodha (non-anger), Avihingsa (loving-kindness),
Khanti (forbearance), and Aviro-dhana (justness).*’

The king had to remain his virtues while in the royal office. He selected
all the burcaucrais who would assist him in the Kingdom’s administration ; therefore
those who entered the royal service had to possess the qualifications he considered
appropriate. After overturning the absolute monarchy in 1932, the bureaucats
monopolized political power without rival.

Generally speaking, the Thai pecople regard jobs in the government service
as “‘sources of making power and money”. To be a government official, particularly
to hold certain positions, means having power from which one can obtain wealth.
Junior and carcer officials do not fall into this category, and some of these officials
still live in relative poverty. However, most people still regard employment in the govern-
ment service as confering power and wealth. It can be assumed that, in Thailand,
the pcople rcalize that most changes in their society result from the bureaucracy
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for the burecaucratic group invariably monopolizes changes within the society. The
people think that those businessmen who arc rich are so because they have links
with the powerful officials. One may cite the Thai proverb that says “to be iooked
after by ten rich merchants is not equal to what a government official could do”
(sib-pawka mai-tao-phrayaliang). The bureaucracy also acquires the most skilful
and intellectual technicians, purticularly those who have degrees. One important
factor assisting this tendency is that to advantage the bureaucracy the greatest proportion
of aid from foreign countries is given to government officials rather than to the
private sector.

The administration of the Thai bureaucracy is highly centralized. A hierachical
structure runs from top to botiom, from Bangkok to the villages. Each administra-
tive level must report directly to its immediate superior, and all appointments of
personnel are made from Bangkok though the various ministries and departments
concerned. The people do not have much chance to participate in political activity
other than to look to the government service for assistance. Despite the so—called
“local self-government” structure which has been provided in Thailand, involving
municipalities, provincial authorities, sanitation districts, and communal authorities,
the government service still controls these bodies closely in their financial, technical and
administrative aspects. For example, the governor, who is an official of the
Ministry of Interior, is empowered to approve the municipal budget and to control
municipal personnel.*® The district officer is made exofficio chairman of the sanitary
district within his jurisdiction.?®* The mass of the people are still outside politics
even in local matters. Thus, “local self-government” forms in Thailand seem to
operate to confer legitimacy on the government officials’ power, rather than .to
serve the cause of democracy.

Buddhism

Buddhism has played a dominant role in shaping Thai culture in many
aspects since the nation was founded. It affects the systems of belief, respect, and
obedience, relationships among and within various social groups, and behaviour.
Without exception, the king has been required by the constitution to be a Buddhist.
If he does not confess Buddhism he will be disqualified from kingship. The overwhelming
majority of Thais are Buddhists comprising 93.6 per cent of the total population
while Moslems and Christians constitute only 3.9 and 0.6 per cent respectively.®
Buddhism has been a way of lief of the Thais for a long time. Buddhist institutions
such as the wat (temples), associations, clubs, groups and subgroups, have acted as
socializing agents in Thai society. As pointed out already, the family and the schools
cannot be separated from each other in the light of traditional relationships. Prior
to the late 19th century, all schools were operated and staffed by the monks. Those
who wanted their children to have knowledge and skilled vocations would send their
sons to study with the monks, and the prestige of the menks was, accordingly, high.
A Thai proverb has it that “if you want to have most prestige in the Thai society
you can have only two choices: to be a bureaucrat or a monk.” Toshio Yatsushiro
found that:
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Of all the formal and informal positions in the village social
structure, the position occupied by the village priests, without a
doubt, ranks the highest in terms of the village prestige respect/
influence scale, clearly outranking the positions of headman and
school principal. It is recognized that personality is always a
significant variable affecting the relative ranking of an account
of any position. Generally speaking, however, the abbot commands
immense respect and influence in the village community, despite
any shortcomings in his personality. And bhis influence extends
well beyond the sacred realm. Indeed the abbot has at his disposal
nearly unlimited power in influencing villagers’ behaviour in all

spheres of community life.*

TABLE XIII : Question: “Does the Head Priest in this Village Play an Important
Role Influencing Village Life and People’s Behaviour ? Please Explain”,

Answer Catogory

Percentage of
total cases

(N = 252)
YOS ottt sttt et ene e eans st sneneae s bsabebes e e be aeneesssestenea 70
Because he is the head priest ; he teaches the Buddhist
precepts, tells people to be morally upright, 10 do good,
not to be bad, and meritorious (tamboon) ................... 8%
Becausc he is highly respected, loved, and consulted by the
peoplc ; people believe in him and obey him .................... 267%
Because he is a person of very high moral affairs in the
moral life of the village. ...cocovevveernvreivveens cmeoenrrennn 2%
Regardless of whather the pricst is competent know-
1€AZEADIC .....eeviirenriiite e crseesereseesaseseeensaneeesanneees 1%
But former head priest exercised greater influence than
the Present ONe ... ceeveverrerrerseesensneeseerenesesssessnens 1%
OHNET ittt etet s snee s e sasessaese s essas s sressesssnens sseesennen 6
Depends on the behaviour and ability of the priest 6%
NO et reee st eerrseeesessressaesssnsesaaenaeesnenn. N
Not so influential because present head is to old oe too
YOUNG o ceoceinecnnticmninnnisnesnesssssaisnesterinsss sovesss  ossmnssees 15%
DOD’t KNOW ceeciiniininiiiiesnicnannienenins seneaene ianasn sessssssenesssssonsassessssnsans 9

Source : Toshiio Yatsushiro, Village Organization and Leadership in Northeast
Thailand: A Study of the Villagers' Approach to Their Problems

and Needs (Bangkok : USOM/Thailand, 1966), p. 41.
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Generally speaking, the Buddhist monk, particularly the abbot, is involved
in the lives of the village people from the cradle to the grave while the monastery
is the most aclive and variable social unit beyond familial and governmental organi-
zations.*® As Table XII shaws, the abbot or head priest cnjoys wide power and
influence in community life.

The bcelief system in Thai society has its roots in Buddhism. According to
Buddhist doctrine, a man must base his beliefs on principles and ideologies rather
than on individuals. But duc to a wrong interpratation of Buddhist teaching by Thais,
Buddhism in Thailand has been taught as based on based on belief in individualism
rather than on principles and ideologies. This misinterpretation of Buddhist teaching
helps to share the individualistic personality of Thais. Thais believe in the law of
karma, or action, which teaches an obvious fact: to do good begets good, and 1o
do evil begets evil. A man must try to do good deeds and to avoid doing bad deeds
in order to better his life. The possession of merit or demerit depends entirely upon
the individual. Thai villagers’ belief in the individual's actions as the determinant
of his life leads them to believe that an individual must pay most attention to him-
seif rather than to other persons. The individual’s fate, whether good or bad, depends
entirely upon his karma or action in the previous life. For example, if someone had
done good deeds in the previous life, he would receive bun—-wassana (good fortune
as the result of merit from previous lives). Thus, if a man wishes to have good
fortune in the next life, he must accumulate merit by himself in the present life.
Thais tend to believe that officials are in power because they have bun-wassana,
not because of actions in their prescnt lives. Those who are poor and uneducated
are so because they have bab (demerit as a result from previous lives). When a
man is faced with troubles, which may or may not be his own, fault, he relates the
cause of troubles directly to his karma and bun-wassana which are the results of
merit or demerit in his previous life. This creates passive behaviour on the part of
Thais towards politics. We may observe that, in every coup d’etat led by the
military, most Thais have not reacted against the couap group. It did not harm
them or cause them trouble. Those who seize power are able to do so because
all of them have good fortune which results from good merit from their previous
lives. If an individual wants to have good fortune like anyone of the conspirators,
he can acquire more merit which will be accumulated for his next life.

The Thammasat University Research Team has found this belief exam-
plified :
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TABLE XIV : Question: “When you Encounter Any Troubles, How Do You Justify
the Cause of These Troubles?”

Percentage of

Answer Categary total causc
(N =392)

Because of one’s fortune or action as the result

of merit or demerit in the previous life ...... ..ceeeneee. 63.6
Because of his good or bad action in doing things,

which results in or causes him trouble (for example,

if someone kills another person, he will be arrested

by police and punished severely). This view is not

related 1o religious teachings. ......... cocueverivveniunrivennans 36.4

Source : Adapted from Thammasat University Research Team, op. cit., p. 151,

TABLE XV : Question: *“According to Buddhist Teaching, What Do You Mean by
the Term ‘Sandod’ (To Be Contented With One Has or Is)?”

Percentage of

Answer Category total cases
(N = 3,896)
It means “t10 be contented with what we have or
AT ceevrertvcanronnocsrsansnasrecssessssserausnssnsorasessessaanssnsas PRI 38.4
It means “not to interfere with the affairs of other
people” ....eereunnn. L eveeeeeneeee s e o 56.0
It means “not to be necessary to associate with
OLhET PEOPIC” . eeooeivieereenteeniicaneesesssesresssesnnns cvscssnns 3.2
It means *‘not to get involved in political affairs™.......... 0.1
DOM't KNOW -rvivieereerveneeseessiassessesarss sarsrerssssesssnssisaes . 2.3

Source : Adapted from Thammasat University Research Team, ibid., p. 151

The two tables show that the Thai people have interpreted the Buddhist
teaching of ‘‘man’s action” and “contcntedness” in negative responses. This misinter-
pretation has transmitted through the family orientation, which is the basic socializing
agent in Thai society.®® Another misinterpretation which causes Thais to display
passive behaviour is the interpretation of Khanti (forbearance), The real precept of
Khanti *“means to have great tolerance for the forces of defilement and suffering
so that they may not become obstacles to practice Dhamma (do good)™.*® Unfortu-
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nately, a misinterpretation has been observed by Thais from generation to generation
which makes Thais quiet, calm, and kind, and cnables them to accept unfavourable
circumstances without reaction. The beliefs in merit-demerit as the consequence of
previous lives, individualism, and forbearance make Thai political culture both passive
and negative.

EFFECTS AND IMPLICATIONS OF THAI POLITICAL CULTURE

The sysiematic influences on their society make Thais passive toward
politics; they do not want to take into account, or pay much attention to, the
affairs of other persons or other groups beyond themselves and their families. Even
the term “politics” (karn-muang) refers to “the things or affairs in or about the
city”; it is the affair of those who are in power. Thus, the view of politics which
is appropriate in Western countries cannot be applied to Thailand. When the people
think that politics is the affair of others, they will not want to pay much attention
to politics. The individualistic concept is related to the concept of freedom. Literally,
the term “Thailand” means *‘land of the free people”. The Thais always think of
themselves as *‘freedom-loving”, but paradoxically they apply the term “freedom”
as meaning “‘those who are not troubled by other people”, or *‘those who are not
interfered with by other people”. Thus, the two concepts of individualism and freedom,
according to the Thais, when combined induce passive behaviqur since the Thais
define the term “politics” as ‘“‘other persons’ affairs”. In every coup d’etat. in
Thailand, the mass of people are not much affected; they never feel that they have
lost their freedom or experienced hardships. For them, it makes no difference whether
there has been a coup d’etat, since they can work, have enough foon to eat, or be
healthy without regard to politics. They do not pay much attention to the question
who will come into power or by what means they can enter politics. Instead, they
prefer to look (o whoever compriscs the government and to abide by the rules and
regulations it prescribes.

Table XVI shows the passive attitude of Thais toward their government;
they appear to be submissive 1o those who are in power rather than wanting power
for themselves. Even in the act of political participation provided by elections, they
vote mainly because they are told to do so. In the villages, the pcople go to the
polls for many reasons, The Thammasat University Rescarch Tecam discovered that
the villagers are ordered to vote by the commune headman (kamnan), who is a
quasi-official and has legal authority. Those voling for this reason constituted
almost half the sample (Table XVID.
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TABLE XVI: Question: “What Duties Do the Citizens Have to the Government ?”

Percentage of

Answer Category total cases

(N =2,634)
To obey the government offiCials.......ceeriueeronvereresnnnes 36.68
TO PAY AXES..ceirrrnsuersnniirensienirnessensenessrecsssessessssasses svessess 24.15
TO be SOIAIErS.c.ceeiuirireasnsenns veveereererseesnassnsnessessssneossconssnes 17.21
To criticize the government.........ccoceverevervieereeeverereneennen. 3.68
OLBErS.cueiiienireieeitintisneninnssesnness serensesssssessssassesesessontssess 18.30

Source : Adapted from Thammasat University Research Team, ibid.. p- 90.

TABLE XVII : Question : “Who Told You To Use Your Franchise In thc (1969)

Elections ?”

Percentage of

Answer Category total cases

(N = 3,529)
The local teachers (0ld Me......ccocuurerrreernernreenreessarsennns 0.88
The local priests told Me.....ccoevercrarnrnenersersecnensneneane 0.20
The commune headman (keamnan) told me................ . 45.96
The members of my family told me....ccceevrveurricriruonee. 2.47
1 did it by myself........cccvernrerrinranincererrsaecaessernsrecsne seene 41.71
OHDEIS.ccvuirnrinnneresianiisnsnisensssssscnnessssssssssnesssnsansesesessoseones 3.94
1 did not go.....ceeueennes vesssssnaisnnsnsssse serssneeseancsasense rasnras vens 4.83

Source : Adapted from Thammasat University Rescarch Team. ibid., p. 87.

From the above data, it appears that Thais are individualistic in their
politics. From Table XVII, if we combine all responses which are negative (those
who were told to go for vote by different persons), the percentage is 49.51, as
compared with the responses of those who voluntarily voted constituting 41.71 per cent,
and the number of those who did not use their franchise comprising 8.45 per cent.

Generally speaking, the Thai people stress personal relations as more
important than principles or rules. For example, a law might simply be ignored by
an officer if applying it would affect his superior’s business. There is a Thai
proverb known to every official that “in the Thai government service, principles
and rules must be applied to a person; it is not that a person must apply pririciples
and rules to himself”’. The following table shows that Thais regard the individual
as more important than the group in eclectoral orientation as well.
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TABLE XVIII : Question: “What Is Your Criterion in Choosing Representatives
for Parliament When You Vote?” : ,

Percentage of

Answer. Category total cases

(N = 3,670)
I vote for a person................ cerorenes crreesnssene ceesanessnisnnanns 79.84
| vote for a political party................ eesereieens saersseraeranens 20.16 -

Source : Adapted from Thammasat University Research Team, ibid., p. 91.

Generally, Thais do not care to organize themselves into groups, prefering
to things individually. In working with the groups to which they belong, they do
not pay much attention to co—opertion and co-ordination among the members in
order to achieve a desired goal for they lack a sense of belonging and of collective
responsibility. Thais do not accept leadership from their equals, particularly when
working together in a group. For instance, if there are two or more members in a
group who have similar social and educational qualifications, but one is more
competent than the other in a particular aspect, such as leadership qualities, he will
never be accepted among these members as a leader. This behaviour has been
formulated in a Thai motto that, within the same or cqual level in a group, “one
may do well, but not better than the others, otherwise he will be in danger, for no
one wants to see another do a thing better than oneself” ( Jjongtamdi-tae-yhaden~
japen-pai, maimikrai-khao-yarkhen-raow-den-kern).

The Thais are generally an easy-going people; they are not serious in
attention. The agrarian society encourages *“‘joyful behaviour”. They do not like to
adhere strictly 1o rules and regulations or to discipline which would require them to
regulate themselves in rclation to the groups to which they belong. They prefer to
tolerate the situation or “wait and see”, rather than struggle directly against those
who treat them unfairly. Many think that when they trcated badly it is their own
fault, because they have litle bun-wassana (good fortune as the result of merit
from brevious lives) or karma, wera, bun, bab (merit, demerit, or action in consequence
of previous lives). Accordingly, those who trcat other people unfairly will receive
demerit (bab) in their next lives; it is not necessary for the maltreated people to
struggle against them. If a man wants to have merit (bun) in his next life, he must
have khanti (tolerance). Those who treat other persons unfairly will receive bab
(demerit) and sometimes the bab can be accumulated, at least in part, to degrade
the individual’s circumstances in this life. This may be shown, for example, when a
person who has bab is killed or dies in an accident. Many believe that politicians
who have bab will face disaster in their present lives.
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Thais generally forgive and forget things easily. For instance, if one has
behaved badly or unfairly to another, as time passes, the latter will forget the injury
easily. Sometimes, Thais refer to the Buddhist teaching of *‘giving pardon” to those
who confess what they have donc wrongly. Corrupt or bad politicians, when out of
politics by way of a coup d’etat, will be excused for their wrong actions in the
past; Thais are prepared to forgive them. Thus those corrupt or bad politicians are
not required to learn their lesson.

Thai political culture is also based on pragmatism. The ‘‘ideal leader”
must be a man of action rather than of ideology; he must take immediate action
to solve problems. Sometimes, an *‘ideal leader” may act as an innovator in solving
problems for the people, regardless of ideology. The Thais believe the ‘“‘person” is
more important than “‘ideology” or *system”, for example, the oligarchical form of
government might be of benefit to the Thai if the rulers were *‘good” people. A
“good” person must posses the transcendent virtues which are, according to the
Thais, generosity, benovolence, gratitude, propriety in etiquette, moral uprightness,
and so on. Whoever possesses these qualities will be esteemed by the people as
“good”, regardless of how they may have come to power. In contrasi, if a man,
whatever his ideology, does not possess these qualities, the people will not regard
him as a “good” person. Because of these social values only the bureaucrats can
possess such qualities fully, since most of them are ‘*‘men of action” rather then
“ideology”. It might be noted that, in Thailand, the parliamentary system does not
serve the Thai political culture very effectively, since Thais base their values on
individuals. A political party might mean nothing if it has a party leader who is
not a man of action but only of ideology. For ‘example, if the major opposition
party once in power cannot keep completely all the promises it has made to the
people, regardless of rational explanations, they will not trust it and follow it again.
Thus, the Thai political party system has been never based on ideology but on
pragmatism.

Joyfulness is another characteristic of the Thais which contributes to their
inability to take things seriously. They regard politics as a “playing” or “amateur”
game, in contrast with the Western view, which regards politics as a profession. In
Thailand, a member of parliament who still practises law always identifies himself
as a lawyer, not as a politician. Traditionally, politics in Thailand have never been
considered professional rather than amatuer. This creates a lack of collective
responsibility. Individualism reinforces the lack of sense of belonging and responsibility
among the members of a group. For the Thais, emphasis is placed mainly upon the
Buddhist teaching of attahiattano-natho (one must depend only upon himself, not
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the other people). Although this is a misunderstanding of the real tenets of Buddhism,
it has developed into a social value for the Thais. They regard going to vote at
elections as a ‘‘boring” and “confusing” thing, since the precess of voting is subject
to many rules and regulations. Many candidates in Thailand, when running for
elections, provide transport, food, money, and other inducements for the voters in
order to facilitate matters for them as much as possible. Having been an independent
state has caused the Thais (o be passive in their politics: they have had no lessons
in struggle. They do not feel troubled that they are governed by others, for the
Thai kingdom has always been ruled by Thais. All of these social values have
not been affected much from outside Thai society, because of the nation’s long
independence.

CONCLUSION

_ Thai political culture supports the existence of an oligarchical bureaucratic
group. Most socializing agents in Thailand; including the family, schools, higher
educational institutions, as well as the agrarian society, Buddhism, and the sentiments
of national independence, do not encourage a democratic orientation but rather
support the bureaucracy by legitimating those who can control power. The socializa-~
tion process induces passive behaviour in the Thais towards their politics, government
officials, and government institutions. It also encourages certain social values: to be
polite, humble, conscious of inferiority, respeciful, and afraid of government officials.
Another major cultural characteristic, which results primarily from the socializing
agents mentioned earlier, is the view that politics is not the concern of everyone
but only of those who are in power. The Thais’ main concern is to follow their
leaders, which implies the government officials.
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